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Connecting  Dots  Even  When 
There  Is  No  Connection 


Sometimes  public  and  congressional  outrage  has  an 
effect. 

First  the  White  House  and  then  House  Speaker  Den¬ 
nis  Hastert  refused  to  allow  a  60-day  extension  for 
the  commission  investigating  why  no  one  in  the  U.S. 
intelligence  community  "connected  the  dots"  before 
September  11,  2001.  Both  quickly  retreated  when 
their  stance  became  public. 

The  commission  may  well  find  that  reports,  properly 
shared,  could  have  enabled  analysts  to  connect  the 
dots  and  prevent  that  awful  day.  It  might  also  have 
recommendations  for  improving  inter-agency  com¬ 
munication  beyond  those  already  implemented  so 
that  there  is  no  similar  day  anytime  in  the  future. 

What  is  also  needed  from  the  panel,  but  may  not  be 
forthcoming,  is  a  clear  caution  against  "connecting" 
the  dots  when  there  are  no  dots  to  connect.  (The 
process  is  analogous  to  "seeing"  the  many  constella¬ 
tions  in  the  night  sky  by  drawing  together  individ¬ 
ual  stars  that  have  no  intrinsic  relationship  to  each 
other  to  form  a  mythic  figure  or  geometrical  shape.) 

Given  U.S.  history  of  seeing  threats  where  none 
existed,  such  a  caution  would  be  most  timely. 

In  World  War  1,  the  "dots"  were  the  2.3  million  Ger- 
man-American  immigrants,  plus  the  second  and 
third  generations  bom  in  the  United  States.  German 
books  and  newspapers  were  burned,  German  music 
was  banned.  In  the  category  of  the  ridiculous,  akin 
to  last  year's  renaming  of  french  fries  as  "freedom 
fries"  because  France  opposed  the  U.S.  war  policy, 
people  stopped  eating  sauerkraut.  Fearing  for  their 
safety,  many  German- Americans  changed  their 
names  (e.g.,  Schmidt  to  Smith),  stopped  speaking 
German,  or  stopped  celebrating  cultural  holidays. 


At  the  start  of  World  War  11,  President  Roosevelt 
issued  three  directives  declaring  Japanese,  Italian, 
and  German  nationals  "enemy  aliens"  subject  to 
internment  or  exclusion  from  extensive  parts  of  the 
U.S.  declared  as  military  areas,  particularly  on  the 
West  Coast.  While  more  than  100,000  Japanese- 
Americans  were  interned  and  even  more  forced  from 
their  homes,  "enemy  aliens"  of  European  descent 
also  were  caught  in  the  frenzy.  Nearly  1  million  Ger¬ 
man-  and  Italian-bom  resident  aliens  were  designat¬ 
ed  by  the  government  as  "enemy  aliens."  Some 
15,000  ethnic  Germans,  Italians,  Bulgarians,  Romani¬ 
ans,  Hungarians,  and  other  European- Americans 
were  interned — not  for  what  they  had  done,  but  for 
who  they  were. 

Between  the  two  world  wars,  but  more  so  in  the  first 
decade  after  1945,  there  were  some  real  threats  that 
demagogues  tried  to  weave  into  a  whole  conspiracy 
tapestry.  A  few  individuals,  for  a  variety  of  reasons, 
did  engage  in  activities  that  posed  a  danger  to  U.S. 
democracy  by  infiltrating  government  agencies, 
betraying  U.S.  agents,  stealing  secrets,  or  undermin¬ 
ing  policy.  But  all  too  often,  security  agencies  and 
even  Congress  "saw"  shadows  as  substantive,  sub¬ 
versive  shapes. 

In  the  post-September  11,  2001,  world,  amid  all  the 
dire  government  warnings  about  al  Qaeda  "sleeper 
cells"  scattered  across  the  U.S.  and  the  mass  deten¬ 
tions,  arrests,  and  deportations  of  "Middle  Eastern¬ 
ers,"  Washington  has  seized  upon — and  has  been 
seized  by — the  specter  of  a  new  "fifth  column"* 
waiting  to  wreak  havoc  when  ordered  to  strike.  Yet 

(continued  on  page  5) 

*  The  term  “fifth  column"  usually  is  traced  to  the  1936-39  Spanish 
civil  war  when  a  Nationalist  general  marching  on  Madrid  with  four 
columns  of  soldiers  spoke  of  another  "column"  of  supporters  already 
in  the  city  awaiting  orders  to  create  chaos  from  within. 
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Preventing  Violent  Conflict: 
More  than  Hammers  Needed 

"If  the  only  tool  in  your  toolbox  is  a  hammer,  then  all  your  problems  are  going 
to  look  like  nails. " 

-  Anonymous  Texan 

Ongoing  violence  and  instability  in  Afghanistan  and  Iraq,  coupled  with 
new  waves  of  crisis  in  Haiti  and  Liberia,  are  sparking  a  long  overdue 
conversation  in  Washington.  Concerned  by  the  failure  of  the  U.S.  to 
quickly  "win  the  peace"  following  swift  military  victories — and  by  the 
persistent  challenges  of  humanitarian  crises,  failing  states,  and 
intractable  civil  conflicts — some  members  of  Congress  and  officials  in 
the  Bush  Administration  have  begun  looking  at  how  well  the  U.S.  is 
equipped  not  only  to  win  wars  but  also  to  build  peace. 

Since  the  end  of  the  Cold  War,  the  international  community  has  strug¬ 
gled  with  post-conflict  reconstruction  and  "nation-building"  in  a  long 
list  of  countries,  including  Cambodia,  Guatemala,  Somalia,  Rwanda, 
Bosnia,  Kosovo,  East  Timor,  Sierra  Leone,  Afghanistan,  Liberia,  Haiti, 
and  now  Iraq.  The  U.S.  has  been  involved  in  some  way  in  all  of  these 
situations,  more  often  than  not  militarily.  In  many  cases,  U.S.  policy 
fueled  rather  than  prevented  the  escalation  of  conflict.  Even  where  the 
U.S.  has  sought  to  prevent  the  resurgence  of  violence  and  rebuild  war- 
tom  countries,  it  has  often  been  unable  to  effectively  contribute  to  the 
most  critical  tasks:  restoring  the  rule  of  law,  rebuilding  political  and 
social  institutions,  supporting  reconciliation,  and  strengthening  civil 
society. 

Over-Reliance  on  Military  Solutions 

Why  is  the  world's  most  powerful  nation  so  good  at  fighting  the  war 
and  so  inept  at  keeping  the  peace?  U.S.  foreign  policy  and  budget  pri¬ 
orities  offer  some  good  clues.  The  U.S.  relies  on  military  might  as  its 
core  tool  of  foreign  policy.  The  U.S.  has  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
troops  deployed  around  the  globe  and  has  made  overwhelming  global 
military  dominance  an  explicit  priority.  The  U.S.  now  spends  more  on 
its  military  than  the  next  25  countries  combined.  Congress  is  set  to 
approve  a  military  budget  for  the  coming  year  of  more  than  $420  bil¬ 
lion,  not  including  the  $4.9  billion  per  month  being  spent  on  operations 
in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile,  the  State  Department  and  non-military  foreign  aid  receive 
only  around  $15  billion  to  $20  billion  per  year,  providing  relatively  few 
resources  for  the  kinds  of  programs  that  might  address  root  causes  of 
conflict  and  prevent  crises:  diplomatic  efforts,  refugee  programs,  devel¬ 
opment  assistance,  humanitarian  relief,  international  arms  control,  inter¬ 
national  peacekeeping,  and  foreign  exchange  activities. 

(continued  on  page  7) 
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Independent  Commission  Needed  to  Investigate 
Events  Surrounding  the  Crisis  in  Haiti 


Press  coverage  and  debate  in  Washington,  EXI, 
regarding  the  recent  events  in  Haiti  have  predictably 
focused  on  President  Aristide — his  successes  or  his 
failures,  his  supporters  or  his  enemies,  his  kidnap¬ 
ping  or  his  resignation.  Important  as  the  contested 
circumstances  of  his  departure  may  be,  even  more 
important  are  the  long-term  policies  regarding  the 
U.S.  relationship  with  Haiti,  which  are  often  clouded 
by  this  fixation  on  President  Aristide. 

This  civil  and  humanitarian  disaster  could  have 
been  prevented,  but  wasn't.  Why  not?  The  U.S. 
government  expended  significant  resources  in  1994- 
1996,  including  sending  20,000  U.S.  troops,  to  restore 
the  government  of  popularly  elected  President  Aris¬ 
tide  and  to  support  the  Haitian  people  in  their  quest 
for  peace,  security,  democracy,  and  human  develop¬ 
ment.  Why  was  this  effort  not  sustained?  And,  at 
that  time,  why  did  the  U.S.  not  assist  in  disarming 
the  army  and  arresting  the  violent  coup  leaders  who 
ousted  President  Aristide  in  1991? 

Diplomats  from  the  Organization  of  American  States 
(OAS)  and  the  Carribean  Community  labored  in 
recent  years  with  the  Aristide  government  and 
opposition  parties  to  mediate  their  conflicts  and  to 
support  Haiti's  fragile  democratic  institutions.  But, 
reportedly,  they  received  little  support  from  the  U.S. 
government.  Many  believe  the  U.S.  government 
intentionally  undermined  these  efforts,  culminating 
in  the  removal  of  the  democratically  elected  leader 
from  his  country.  If  so,  why?  Under  what  condi¬ 
tions  was  President  Aristide  taken  from  Haiti? 

The  credibility  of  the  U.S.  government  is  at  stake 
both  here  at  home  and  throughout  the  region 
because  of  perceptions  (accurate  or  not)  that  the  U.S. 
government  intentionally  contributed  to  the  collapse 
of  a  democratically  elected  government.  Is  the  U.S. 
truly  committed  to  supporting  democracy  as  an 
OAS  member  and  as  it  has  pledged  as  a  party  to  the 
Inter-American  Democratic  Charter? 

Congress  must  act  now  to  begin  restoring  faith, 
trust,  and  confidence  in  the  U.S.  government.  It  can 
begin  by  enacting  HR  3919,  introduced  by  Reps.  Lee 
(CA)  and  Conyers  (MI),  to  establish  an  independent 
commission  to  investigate  the  role  that  the  U.S. 


played  in  the  collapse  of  the  government  in  Haiti.  A 
rigorous,  accurate,  and  impartial  accounting  must  be 
brought  forward. 

Once  again,  U.S.  troops  are  being  sent  into  harm's 
way  to  try  to  stabilize  a  society  that  has  collapsed 
into  anarchy.  Again,  the  U.S.  military  is  ill-equipped 
to  address  the  challenge  of  a  failed  state— despite  the 
best  intentions  and  efforts  of  those  involved. 

Instead,  cooperative,  preventive  actions  are  needed 
much  earlier,  including  sustained  diplomacy,  media¬ 
tion,  technical  assistance,  civil  society  involvement, 
and  humanitarian  and  economic  development  aid. 

In  Bosnia,  Rwanda,  Burundi,  Kosovo,  Congo,  East 
Timor,  Somalia,  Sierra  Leone,  Liberia,  and  now 
Haiti,  the  U.S.,  as  a  leader  of  the  international  com¬ 
munity,  acted  too  late.  Taken  together,  the  humani¬ 
tarian  toll  has  been  horrendous,  and  the  costs  of  sub¬ 
sequent  military  intervention,  peacekeeping,  caring 
for  refugees,  and  nation-building  have  been  astro¬ 
nomical.  The  U.S.  can  and  must  do  better. 

ACT  NOW:  Please  contact  your  representative. 

Urge  him  or  her  to  cosponsor  HR  3919  to  establish 
an  independent  commission  to  investigate  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  surrounding  the  collapse  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  Haiti.  ■ 


What  Will  Your  Legacy  Be? 

Politicians  speak  of  "leaving  a  legacy  on 
national  or  world  affairs."  You  can  create  your 
own  legacy  for  peace  and  justice,  by  naming 
either  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legisla¬ 
tion  or  the  FCNL  Education  Fund  in  your  will. 

Bequests  enable  friends  of  FCNL  to  underwrite 
the  future  work  and  witness  of  this  organiza¬ 
tion.  And  bequests  made  to  the  FCNL  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund  become  a  charitable  contribution  for 
your  estate. 


Want  more  information?  Contact  Tim  Bamer  at 
FCNL  (phone  1-800-630-1330  ext.  147  or  email 
tim@fcnl.org). 
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Events  Surrounding  the  Crisis  in  Haiti 
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regarding  the  recent  ex  ents  in  Haiti  hax'e  predictably 
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that  time,  xx'hx'  did  the  U.S.  not  assist  in  disarming 
the  army  and  arresting  the  violent  coup  leaders  who 
ousted  President  Aristide  in  1991? 

Diplomats  from  the  Organization  of  American  States 
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government.  Many  beliex  e  the  U.S.  government 
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in  the  remox'al  of  the  democratically  elected  leader 
from  his  countrx.  If  so,  v\  hx  ?  Under  what  condi¬ 
tions  was  President  Aristide  taken  from  Haiti? 

The  credibility  of  the  U.S.  government  is  at  stake 
both  here  at  home  and  throughout  the  region 
because  of  perceptions  (accurate  or  not)  that  the  U.S. 
gox  ernment  intentionally  contributed  to  the  collapse 
of  a  democratically  elected  government.  Is  the  U.S. 
truly  committed  to  supporting  democracy  as  an 
OAS  member  and  as  it  has  pledged  as  a  partx’  to  the 
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played  in  the  collapse  of  the  gox  ernment  in  Haiti.  A 
rigorous,  accurate,  and  impartial  accounting  must  be 
brought  forward. 

Once  again,  U.S.  troops  are  being  sent  into  harm's 
xvay  to  trx'  to  stabilize  a  societx’  that  has  collapsed 
into  anarchy.  Again,  the  U.S.  military  is  ill-equipped 
to  address  the  challenge  of  a  failed  state— despite  the 
best  intentions  and  efforts  of  those  inx  olx  ed. 

Instead,  coopera tix  e,  prex  entix  e  actions  are  needed 
much  earlier,  including  sustained  diplomacy,  media¬ 
tion,  technical  assistance,  cix  il  society  inx  olvement, 
and  humanitarian  and  economic  development  aid. 

In  Bosnia,  Rwanda,  Burundi,  Kosox  o,  Congo,  East 
Timor,  Somalia,  Sierra  Leone,  Liberia,  and  now 
Haiti,  the  U.S.,  as  a  leader  of  the  international  com¬ 
munity,  acted  too  late.  Taken  together,  the  humani¬ 
tarian  toll  has  been  horrendous,  and  the  costs  of  sub¬ 
sequent  military  interx  ention,  peacekeeping,  caring 
for  refugees,  and  nation-building  hax  e  been  astro¬ 
nomical.  The  U.S.  can  and  must  do  better. 

ACT  NOW:  Please  contact  your  representative. 
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an  independent  commission  to  inx'estigate  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  surrounding  the  collapse  of  the  govern¬ 
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What  Will  Your  Legacy  Be? 

Politicians  speak  of  "leaving  a  legacy  on 
national  or  world  affairs."  You  can  create  your 
own  legacy  for  peace  and  justice,  by  naming 
either  the  Friends  Conwiittec  on  National  Legisla¬ 
tion  or  the  FCNL  Education  Fund  in  your  will. 

Bequests  enable  friends  of  FCNL  to  underwrite 
the  future  work  and  witness  of  this  organiza¬ 
tion.  And  bequests  made  to  the  FCNL  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund  become  a  charitable  contribution  for 
your  estate. 

Want  more  information?  Contact  Tim  Earner  at 
FCNL  (phone  1-800-630-1330  ext.  147  or  email 
tim@fcnl.org). 
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U.S.  Oil  Dependence: 
Driving  U.S.  Military  Strategy 


U.S.  economic  prosperity  and  military  power  were 
fueled  over  the  last  century  by  abundant,  cheap 
domestic  oil.  The  Bush  Administration  believes  that 
oil  will  continue  to  be  key  to  U.S.  economic  and 
military  power  in  the  years  ahead.  Because  U.S. 
domestic  oil  production  continues  to  decline,  the 
Administration  is  seeking  to  rapidly  secure  access  to 
oil  supplies  around  the  world. 

U.S.  oil  demand  is  huge  and  increasing.  Today,  the 
U.S.  has  less  than  5  percent  of  the  world's  popula¬ 
tion,  yet  it  consumes  more  than  25  percent  of  global 
oil  production — about  20  million  barrels  per  day 
(mbd).  Oil  is  the  dominant  fuel  in  the  U.S.  energy 
market,  meeting  almost  40  percent  of  total  U.S.  ener¬ 
gy  needs.  Most  of  this  is  consumed  by  the  trans¬ 
portation  sector.  If  current  U.S.  oil  demand  trends 
continue,  by  2025,  the  U.S.  will  be  consuming  over 
29  mbd.  More  larger  and  heavier  cars  and  trucks — 
with  bigger  engines,  driven  more  miles  each  year — 
will  account  for  most  of  this  growth. 

U.S.  domestic  oil  production  began  declining  about 
1970.  There  have  been  no  major  new  oil  discoveries 
in  the  U.S.  for  decades,  and  the  cost  of  extracting  oil 
from  maturing  wells  is  going  up.  In  2002,  the  U.S. 
imported  54  percent  of  its  supply,  and  by  2025,  the 
U.S.  will  need  to  import  more  than  70  percent  at  cur¬ 
rent  demand  projections. 

Oil  Scarcity  Will  Only  Increase 

The  U.S.  is  not  alone  in  its  quest  for  more  oil.  Indus¬ 
trial  economies  around  the  world  remain  highly 
dependent  on  oil  which,  increasingly,  they  will  need 
to  import  from  other  countries. 

China,  with  its  rapidly  growing  economy,  1.3  billion 
people,  and  millions  of  new  cars,  has  just  passed 
Japan  to  become  the  second  largest  consumer  of  oil 
after  the  U.S.  In  2003,  China  consumed  more  than 
five  mbd,  of  which  more  than  35  percent  was 
imported.  By  2030,  China  will  need  to  import  80 
percent  of  the  12  mbd  it  is  expected  to  need.  India, 
with  its  1  billion  people  and  surging  economy,  also 
has  a  growing  thirst  for  oil,  most  of  which  will  have 
to  be  imported. 


All  tolled,  today,  the  world  is  consuming  a  little  over 
80  mbd  (30  billion  barrels  per  year).  By  2030,  global 
demand  is  expected  to  grow  by  50  percent  to  120 
mbd  (45  billion  barrels  per  year). 

It  is  highly  uncertain  that  enough  new  oil  will  be  dis¬ 
covered  to  meet  this  demand.  There  have  been  few 
major  discoveries  in  recent  decades,  and  production 
from  mature  oil  fields  is  expected  to  peak  soon. 

An  estimated  two-thirds  of  the  world's  remaining 
proven  oil  reserves  are  in  the  Persian  Gulf  region. 
Eventually,  this  is  the  region  upon  which  all  oil- 
dependent  countries  will  have  to  rely.  Other  regions 
with  oil  reserv^es  are  as  follows:  Central  and  South 
America,  9%  of  total  global  reserves;  East  Asia  and 
Oceania,  4%;  Western  Europe,  2%;  North  America, 

5%;  Eastern  Europe  and  the  former  Soviet  Union, 

6%;  and  Africa,  7%. 

Militarization  of  U.S.  Oil  Dependence 

The  U.S.  staked  its  claim  to  oil  in  the  politically 
volatile  Persian  Gulf  region  long  ago  through  secu¬ 
rity  assurances  with  various  regimes  past  and  pre¬ 
sent.  For  decades,  each  administration  has  pro¬ 
nounced  its  willingness  to  use  military  force  to 
secure  U.S.  access  to  oil  in  this  region.  However, 
the  Bush  Administration  has  pushed  the  militariza¬ 
tion  of  U.S.  oil  policy  to  a  new  extreme.  The  2003 
U.S.  invasion  of  Iraq,  ousting  a  hostile  regime  that 
controlled  more  than  112  billion  barrels  of  oil  (the 
second  largest  proven  reserves  in  the  world)  is  the 
most  obvious  example.  Other  U.S.  military  ties 
may  be  less  well  known. 

To  support  its  operations  in  Iraq  and  its  "war  on  ter¬ 
ror,"  the  U.S.  has  either  provided  military  aid  and 
training,  deployed  troops,  established  bases,  sold 
weapons,  or  negotiated  security  agreements  with 
governments  throughout  the  Persian  Gulf  region. 

The  list  of  countries  includes  Afghanistan,  Bahrain, 
E)jibouti,  Israel,  Kuwait,  Kyrgystan,  Oman,  Pakistan, 
Qatar,  Saudi  Arabia,  the  United  Arab  Emirates,  and 
Uzbekistan.  The  U.S.  has  fleets  deployed  perma¬ 
nently  in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Persian  Gulf.  It 

(continued  on  page  5) 
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U.S.  Oil  Dependence  (continued  from  page  4) 

is  seeking  to  establish  forward  operating  bases  in 
Algeria,  Morocco,  and  Tunisia  and  aircraft  refueling 
bases  in  Senegal  and  Uganda.  It  continues  to  oper¬ 
ate  large  bases  in  Turkey  and  is  planning  to  move 
forces  from  Germany  to  new  bases  in  Romania, 
Hungary,  and  Bulgaria  to  the  east,  where  they  will 
be  closer  to  anticipated  zones  of  conflict  in  Central 
Asia  and  the  Persian  Gulf. 

To  reduce  reliance  on  Persian  Gulf  oil,  the  Bush 
Administration  has  sought  to  strengthen  relations 
with  other  non-OPEC,  oil-rich  countries.  In  Febru¬ 
ary,  Defense  Secretary  Rumsfeld  visited  Kazakhstan, 
promising  security  assistance  for  Kazakhstan's  oil 
pipelines  and  facilities  on  the  Caspian  Sea,  where  an 
estimated  7-9  billion  barrels  of  oil  were  recently  dis¬ 
covered  (the  largest  oil  discovery  anywhere  in  30 
years).  Azerbaijan,  Georgia,  and  Turkey  just  signed 
a  U.S.-backed  deal  to  build  an  oil  pipeline  to  bring 
that  oil  to  ports  on  the  Mediterranean.  The  U.S.  has 
military  ties  with  each. 


Securing  Other  Sources  of  Oil 

In  2003,  the  U.S.  increased  its  military  aid  and  pro¬ 
vided  more  military  trainers  to  Colombia  to  protect 
an  oil  pipeline  there.  Colombia  provides  about  4  per¬ 
cent  of  U.S.  oil  imports.  U.S.  oil  imports  from  Africa 
are  expected  to  increase  from  15  percent  of  total  U.S. 
imports  to  25  percent  by  2005.  Most  will  come  from 
Nigeria  and  Angola,  from  whom  the  U.S.  already 
imports  almost  1  million  barrels  per  day.  Reportedly, 
the  U.S.  is  considering  building  a  naval  port  and  air 
base  on  the  nearby  island  nation  of  Sao  Tome. 

The  Bush  Administration's  costly  and  provocative 
efforts  to  secure  access  to  foreign  oil  through  mili¬ 
tary  relationships  stands  in  stark  contrast  to  its 
insignificant  efforts  to  reduce  U.S.  oil  consumption. 
This  misguided  policy  seems  certain  to  lead  to 
future  oil  wars.  The  U.S.  needs  a  more  sensible 
energy  policy— a  national  mobilization  to  reduce 
U.S.  oil  dependence.  Such  a  policy  would  strength¬ 
en  the  U.S.  economy,  make  the  U.S.  more  secure,  and 
help  prevent  war.  ■ 


Connecting  the  Dots  (continued  from  page  1) 

so  far,  the  evidence — the  "connecting  of  the  dots" — 
for  the  existence  of  a  plan  and  the  structure  to  carry 
it  out  seems  limited  largely  to  a  few  misguided  men 
who  traveled  to  Pakistan  and  Afghanistan  for  "train¬ 
ing,"  Muslim  military  chaplains  accused  of  mishan¬ 
dling  classified  information,  and  peace  advocates 
opposed  to  the  war  in  Iraq.  (See  article  on  page  6.) 

While  the  government  must  remain  alert  to  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  another  attack  in  the  U.S.,  it  must  be  care¬ 
ful  not  to  fashion  too  wide  a  net,  nor  cast  it  too  wide¬ 
ly,  thereby  recreating  the  injustices  of  the  past. 

Some  in  Congress  are  attempting  to  raise  a  caution¬ 
ary  flag  about  the  very  real  danger  to  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  from  conjuring  shapes  from  unrelated  or  even 
non-existent  "dots."  Sen.  Feingold  (WI)  is  trying  to 
obtain  Senate  consent  to  S  1691,  "The  Wartime  Treat¬ 
ment  Study  Act,"  which  he.  Sen.  Grassley  (lA),  and 
three  others  are  sponsoring.  The  bill  would  establish 
commissions  to  study  how  European- Americans 
were  treated  during  World  War  II  (analogous  to  the 


1980  Commission  on  Wartime  Relocation  and  Intern¬ 
ment  of  [Japanese]  Civilians)  and  the  restrictive  U.S. 
immigration  policy  toward  Jewish  refugees  fleeing 
Nazi  countries.  The  bill  has  twice  been  reported 
favorably  by  the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee.  But  it 
has  encountered  a  procedural  "hold"  by  an 
unknown  senator  (or  senators)  who  will  neither 
reveal  his  or  her  identity  nor  explain  the  reason  for 
the  hold.  Surely,  the  public  in  general  and  those 
whose  relatives  were  uprooted  or  interned  deserve 
an  accounting.  Informed  deliberations  will  dissuade 
officials  from  abrogating  constitutional  protections 
because  of  ethnic  or  racial  identity,  thus  avoiding  a 
repeat  of  the  mistakes  committed  in  the  last  century. 

Sometimes  "connecting  the  dots"  is  the  worst 
choice  available,  and  not  only  for  indivdduals  and 
groups  that  might  be  adversely  affected.  A  nation 
whose  politicians  and  partisans  conjure  nonexistent 
dangers  from  nonexistent  "dots"  risks  dissipating 
resources  and  energy  searching  for  ephemeral  con¬ 
stellations  of  their  own  making.  The  world  has 
enough  real  nightmares;  it  does  not  need  phan¬ 
toms.  ■ 
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Government  Surveillance  Hits  Home 


The  U.S.  government  has  repeatedly  assured  the 
public  that  peaceful  and  law-abiding  citizens  have 
no  reason  to  worry  about  anti-terrorism  investiga¬ 
tions.  Recent  actions  of  the  executive  branch  indi¬ 
cate  otherwise. 

On  February  3, 2004,  three  Des  Moines,  lA,  peace 
activists,  Brian  Terrell  of  Catholic  Peace  Ministries, 
Patti  McKee,  former  director  of  the  Iowa  Peace  Net¬ 
work,  and  Elton  Davis,  member  of  the  Catholic 
Worker  House,  were  subpoenaed  to  testify  before  a 
federal  grand  jury.  A  fourth  person,  Wendy 
Vasquez,  a  peace  activist  who  visited  Iraq  in  2002, 
was  subpoenaed  on  February  5,  2004.  Also  subpoe¬ 
naed  were  the  membership  and  meeting  records  of 
the  Drake  University  chapter  of  the  National 
Lawyer's  Guild,  and  Drake  University's  records  of 
those  who  attended  a  university  conference,  "Stop 
the  Occupation!  Bring  the  Iowa  Guard  Home!" 

The  conference,  which  was  widely  publicized  and  a 
portion  of  which  was  televised,  met  in  Des  Moines 
on  November  16, 2003.  The  next  day,  some  who  had 
attended  the  conference  joined  others  in  a  protest 
outside  the  Iowa  National  Guard  Armory  in  John¬ 
ston,  Iowa.  A  dozen  people  were  arrested  on  state 
charges  of  trespassing,  including  two  of  those  sub¬ 
poenaed. 

The  subpoenas  were  served  by  a  Polk  County  Sheriff 
deputy  who  is  attached  to  the  FBI's  Joint  Terrorism 
Task  Force.  On  February  6,  2004,  the  government 
obtained  a  gag  order,  citing  concerns  regarding  stu¬ 
dent  privacy.  The  order  prevented  anyone  connect¬ 
ed  with  Drake  University  from  disclosing  the  "exis¬ 
tence  or  contents  of  the  subpoena."  The  deputy's 
affiliation  with  the  FBI  task  force  and  the  secrecy 
surrounding  the  investigation  led  to  concerns  that 
the  subpoenas  were  part  of  a  terrorism  investigation. 

Terrorism  Investigation  Denied 

On  February  9,  2004,  Stephen  Patrick  O'Meara,  a 
prosecutor  for  the  U.S.  Attorney's  Office  for  the 
Southern  District  of  Iowa,  released  a  statement  clari¬ 
fying  the  scope  of  the  grand  jury  inquiry,  and  deny¬ 
ing  reports  it  was  a  terrorism  investigation. 

O'Meara  stated  that  the  investigation  had  been  nar¬ 
rowed  to  focus  only  on  the  potential  violation  of  fed¬ 


eral  law  or  a  prior  agreement  to  violate  federal  law. 
The  "violation  of  federal  law"  refers  to  the  govern¬ 
ment's  claim  that  on  November  17,  the  same  day  as 
the  protest,  someone  attempted  to  enter  the  perime¬ 
ter  of  Camp  Dodge,  a  National  Guard  base  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  site  of  the  armory  protest.  The 
demonstrators  said  they  were  unaware  of  any 
attempt  to  enter  the  perimeter  of  Camp  Dodge. 

On  February  10,  2004,  after  widespread  public  criti¬ 
cism  of  the  investigation  from  peace  activists,  civil 
libertarians,  and  members  of  Congress,  all  of  the 
subpoenas  were  withdrawn  without  further  govern¬ 
ment  comment. 

Chilling  Effect  on  Constitutional  Rights 

The  government's  use  of  subpoenas  to  harass  law- 
abiding  citizens  engaged  in  constitutionally  protect¬ 
ed  activities — free  speech  and  right  to  assembly — is 
extremely  troubling.  So  are  the  subpoenas  issued  for 
the  membership  records  of  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild  and  identification  of  people  attending  the  con¬ 
ference.  These  investigations,  conducted  in  secret, 
chill  First  Amendment  activities  and  dredge  up 
memories  of  "guilt  by  association."  Unfortunately, 
the  most  recent  government  action  is  not  an  isolated 
event  but  part  of  an  emerging  pattern  of  use  and 
abuse  of  laws  and  regulations  meant  to  protect  the 
liberty  of  those  in  the  United  States.  In  May  2002, 
Attorney  General  Ashcroft  announced  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  regulations  that  prevented  the  FBI  from  mon¬ 
itoring  "open  to  the  public"  events  without  a  specific 
cause  for  investigation.  In  November  2003,  the  Nezv 
York  Times  reported  on  a  leaked  FBI  memo,  which 
acknowledged  the  FBI  has  been  collecting  informa¬ 
tion  and  tracking  antiwar  protesters,  but  did  not 
possess  any  information  that  such  groups  were  plan¬ 
ning  violent  activity. 

ACT  NOW:  The  protection  of  constitutional  rights  is 
an  issue  needing  serious  discussion  in  the  2004  elec¬ 
tions.  Please  write  letters  to  the  editor  of  your  local 
newspaper,  organize  delegations  to  your  con- 
gressperson's  district  office,  or  hold  local  candidate 
forums.  For  tips  on  these  activities,  visit  FCNL's 
grassroots  advocacy  web  page  at 
<http:/  / www.fcnl.org/ getin/grasroot.htm>.  ■ 
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Preventing  Conflict  (continued  from  page  2) 

It  is  no  real  wonder  that  the  U.S.  so  often  uses  mili¬ 
tary  intervention  or  war  as  the  remedy  to  global 
problems.  When  all  you  have  in  your  toolbox  is  a 
military  hammer,  all  your  problems  will  look  like 
war.  And  the  U.S.  toolbox  is  overflowing  with  mili¬ 
tary  hammers  and  not  much  else. 

Recognizing  the  government's  lack  of  civilian  capaci¬ 
ty  to  help  rebuild  post-conflict  societies,  respond  to 
failing  states,  and  prevent  new  waves  of  conflict. 

Sens.  Lugar  (IN)  and  Biden  (DE)  have  introduced  S 
2127,  the  Stabilization  and  Reconstruction  Civilian 
Management  Act.  The  bill  was  drafted  with  the  help 
of  a  bipartisan  Policy  Advisory  Group  of  experts  on 
post-conflict  and  crisis  operations.  NGOs  with  expe¬ 
rience  working  in  such  situations  have  also  been  pro¬ 
viding  input.  With  strong  bipartisan  support,  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  marked  up  the 
legislation  on  March  4.  The  bill's  sponsors  are  seek¬ 
ing  a  floor  vote  this  spring,  and  House  companion 
legislation  is  expected  to  be  introduced  soon. 

S  2127  seeks  to  enhance  U.S.  civilian  capacities  to 
contribute  to  post-conflict  and  crisis  response  by: 

1)  creating  an  Office  of  International  Stabilization  and 
Reconstruction  in  the  State  Department;  2)  establish¬ 
ing  a  Readiness  Response  Force  of  civilian  experts  in 


rule-of-law,  policing,  political  institution-building, 
and  other  civilian  elements  of  post-conflict  opera¬ 
tions;  3)  developing  a  curriculum  for  training  U.S. 
civilian  officers  in  these  skills;  and  4)  authorizing 
funds  for  these  new  institutional  capacities  ($80  mil¬ 
lion)  and  for  direct  assistance  to  post-conflict  or  other 
complex  emergency  situations  ($100  millicm). 

FCNL  welcomes  this  legislation  as  an  important  new 
initiative  toward  expanding  the  set  of  civilian  tools  in 
the  U.S.  toolbox.  We  will  work  with  the  sponsors  of 
the  bill,  other  members  of  Congress,  and  NGO  allies 
to  improve  and  advance  these  efforts.  In  this  work, 
FCNL  also  will  advocate  core  principles  for  interna¬ 
tional  peace  operation:  1)  Clear  distinctions  between 
civilian  and  military  roles  in  situations  of  conflict 
must  be  maintained.  2)  NGOs  must  be  able  to  oper¬ 
ate  independently  from  governments.  3)  The  local 
population  should  be  involved  in  all  aspects  of  the 
decision-making  that  will  shape  their  country's 
future.  4)  The  U.S.  should  act  in  cooperation  with  the 
international  community,  preferably  under  a  UN 
mandate,  and  in  compliance  with  international  law. 

By  building  greater  civilian  capacities  and  reducing 
reliance  on  the  military,  the  U.S.  and  the  international 
community  may  be  able  not  only  to  better  respond  to 
conflict  situations,  but  also  to  help  prevent  atrocities 
and  deadly  conflict  before  they  occur.  ■ 


New  Resource 

U.S.  Nuclear  Weapons  Policies:  The  Choice  Before  Us 


While  the  Cold  War  nuclear  standoff  has  ended,  nuclear  weaponry  is 
again  menacing  humanity.  A  renewed  sense  of  urgency  has  emerged 
relating  to  the  spread  of  dangerous  technology  to  "rogue  states"  and 
their  possible  use  by  "terrorists."  FCNL's  latest  Perspective  paper, 

U.S.  Nuclear  Weapons  Policies:  The  Choice  Before  Us,  provides  timely 
information  and  analysis  of  policy  choices  related  to  nuclear  weapons. 
It  identifies  the  current  threats  posed  by  nuclear  weapons,  describes 
how  the  Bush  Administration  is  handling  the  threats,  and  offers  alter¬ 
native  policies  that  will  enhance  security. 

To  receive  a  copy  of  this  FCNL  Perspectives  paper,  please  contact  FCNL 
at  <publications@fcnl.org>.  You  also  may  read  the  report  as  a  PDF 
(Portable  Document  Format)  file  on  the  FCNL  web  site  at 
<www.fcnl.org>.  Click  on  "Special  Publications." 
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Preventing  Conflict  (continued  from  page  2) 

It  is  no  real  w^onder  that  the  U.S.  so  often  uses  mili¬ 
tary  interx  ention  or  war  as  the  remedy  to  global 
problems.  When  all  you  ha\’e  in  your  toolbox  is  a 
military  hammer,  all  your  problems  vyill  look  like 
war.  And  the  U.S.  toolbox  is  ox  erflovying  \yith  mili¬ 
tary  hammers  and  not  much  else. 

Recognizing  the  gox  ernment's  lack  of  cix  ilian  capaci¬ 
ty  to  help  rebuild  post-conflict  societies,  respond  to 
failing  states,  and  prex  ent  nexy  wayes  of  conflict. 

Sens.  Lugar  (IN)  and  Biden  (DE)  hax  e  introduced  S 
2127,  the  Stabilization  and  Reconstruction  CixMlian 
Management  Act.  The  bill  xyas  drafted  vyith  the  help 
t.>f  a  bipartisan  Rolicx  Adx  isorx^  Group  of  experts  on 
post-conflict  and  crisis  operations.  NGOs  \yith  expe¬ 
rience  vx'orking  in  such  situations  hax  e  also  been  pro- 
yiding  input.  With  strong  bipartisan  support,  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  marked  up  the 
legislation  on  March  4.  The  bill's  sponsors  are  seek¬ 
ing  a  floor  x’ote  this  spring,  and  House  companion 
legislation  is  expected  to  be  introduced  soon. 

S  2127  seeks  to  enhance  U.S.  cix  ilian  capacities  to 
contribute  to  post-conflict  and  crisis  response  by: 

1)  creating  an  Office  of  International  Stabilization  and 
Reconstruction  in  the  State  Department;  2)  establish¬ 
ing  a  Readiness  Response  Force  of  cix’ilian  experts  in 


rule-of-laxx',  policing,  political  institution-building, 
and  other  cix  ilian  elements  of  post-conflict  opera¬ 
tions;  3)  dex  eloping  a  curriculum  for  training  U.S. 
ciyilian  officers  in  these  skills;  and  4)  authorizing 
funds  for  these  nevy  institutional  capacities  ($80  mil¬ 
lion)  and  for  direct  assistance  tix  post-conflict  or  other 
complex  emergency  situations  ($100  million). 

FCNL  xyelcomes  this  legislation  as  an  important  nexv 
initiatix  e  toward  expanding  the  set  of  cix  ilian  tools  in 
the  U.S.  toolbox.  We  will  xx  ork  xvith  the  sponsors  of 
the  bill,  other  members  of  Congress,  and  NGO  allies 
to  improx  e  and  adyance  these  efforts.  In  this  xx’ork, 
FCNL  also  xx'ill  adx  ocate  core  principles  for  interna¬ 
tional  peace  operation:  1)  Clear  distinctions  betxx  een 
ciyilian  and  military  roles  in  situations  of  conflict 
must  be  maintained.  2)  NGOs  must  be  able  to  oper¬ 
ate  independently  from  gox  ernments.  3)  The  local 
population  should  be  inx'olx  ed  in  all  aspects  of  the 
decision-making  that  xvill  shape  their  country's 
future.  4)  The  U.S.  should  act  in  cooperation  xx’ith  the 
international  community,  preferably  under  a  UN 
mandate,  and  in  compliance  xx  ith  international  laxy. 

By  building  greater  cix  ilian  capacities  and  reducing 
reliance  on  the  militarx',  the  U.S.  and  the  international 
communitx’  may  be  able  not  only  to  better  respond  to 
conflict  situations,  but  also  to  help  prex  ent  atrocities 
and  deadly  conflict  before  they  occur.  ■ 


Neiu  Resource 

U.S.  Nuclear  Weapons  Policies:  The  Choice  Before  Us 


While  the  Cold  War  nuclear  standoff  has  ended,  nuclear  weaponry  is 
again  menacing  humanity.  A  renewed  sense  of  urgency  has  emerged 
relating  to  the  spread  of  dangerous  technology  to  "rogue  states"  and 
their  possible  use  by  "terrorists."  FCNL's  latest  Perspectiye  paper, 

U.S.  Nuclear  Weapons  Policies:  The  Choice  Before  Us,  proyides  timely 
information  and  analysis  of  policy  choices  related  to  nuclear  weapons. 
It  identifies  the  current  threats  posed  by  nuclear  weapons,  describes 
how  the  Bush  Administration  is  handling  the  threats,  and  offers  alter- 
natix'e  policies  that  w'ill  enhance  security. 

To  receix  e  a  copy  of  this  FCNL  Perspectix'es  paper,  please  contact  FCNL 
at  <publications@fcnl.org>.  You  also  may  read  the  report  as  a  PDF 
(Portable  Dcx:ument  Format)  file  on  the  FCNL  web  site  at 
<www.fcnl.org>.  Click  on  "Special  Publications." 
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FCNL  VOTE  2004  Campaign 


In  the  last  presidential  campaign,  only  51.3%  of 
the  voting  age  population  cast  ballots  and  a  mere 
24.5%  of  the  voting  age  population  voted  for  the 
candidate  who  took  office.  Small  numbers  of 
votes  can  and  do  tip  elections— currently,  eight 
U.S.  senators  were  elected  to  office  with  less  than 
a  50%  plurality. 

Unless  more  people  recognize  the  importance  of 
voting,  our  government  will  become  increasingly 
remote  from  the  people  it  is  meant  to  serve. 
Citizens  in  this  democracy  have  a  responsibility 
to  participate  vigorously  in  making  government 
more  responsible,  open,  and  accountable.  Voting 
is  the  most  essential  and  fundamental  way  to 
participate. 

FCNL  has  begun  a  nonpartisan  voter  registration 
and  voter  turnout  project,  "VOTE  2004."  The 
goal  is  to  have  100‘’/o  registration  among  members 
and  attenders  at  Friends  meetings  and  churches 
around  the  country,  and  come  November,  to  get 
all  registered  voters  to  the  polls. 


Help  keep  our  democracy  alive. 
Register  and  vote! 


The  FCNL  web  site  <www.fcnl.org>  offers  an 
easy  way  to  register  regardless  of  where  you  live. 
Click  on  the  bright  red  VOTE  2004  button  and 
then  on  "Register  to  vote."  Once  you  find  your 
home  state  and  fill  out  the  information  fields,  you 
will  be  able  to  print  out  and  sign  your  official 
voter  registration  form.  Your  county's  election 
board  address  also  is  provided. 

The  VOTE  2004  web  page  also  has  information 
on  state  and  local  candidates  running  for  political 
office,  background  on  the  presidential  candidates, 
and  questions  you  can  ask  the  candidates. 

JOIN  FCNUs  VOTE  2004  CAMPAIGN  TODAY. 

If  you  have  moved  to  a  new  community  and 
have  not  yet  registered  to  vote,  do  so  today!  Urge 
your  church  or  meeting  members,  your  friends 
and  neighbors  to  register. 
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